An additive effect of cold exposure and hypoxia on pulmonary artery pressure in sheep.
When shorn sheep were exposed to cold (3 degrees C) pulmonary artery pressure (PPA) increased by 24 per cent. When they were caused to breathe an air mixture containing only 11 per cent oxygen there was a similar rise in PPA (27 per cent). During simultaneous exposure to 3 degrees C and low oxygen tension, the rise in PPA was greater than the sum of the two separate treatments (61 per cent). These results indicate the possible significance of cold exposure in the occurrence of high mountain sickness.